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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
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The landscape upgrade of Williams Esplanade, including the paving works, is the 
catalyst of the Palm Cove Village concept. The project converted the Palm Cove 
beach.front into a unique village precinct where pedestrians talce precedence over cars 
and the historic character of North Queensland acted as a model for a tourist and 
residential village. 

It is our responsibility to ensure that Palm Cove Village reaches it's full potential. It 
is essential that Palm Cove has it's own unique Australian identity as a village for 
families to live, stay at, or visit for a few hours. 

The following strategy outlines guidelines for the development of 'Palm Cove 
Village' into the premier beachfront village in Far North Queensland. 
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2.0 STRATEGY OBJECTIVES 
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The strategy aims to promote the Palm Cove Village concept, provide guidelines to 
co-ordinate development for the enjoyment of both residents and visitors, and to 
ensure that the Village precinct draws from the historic architecture and indigenous 
landscape of North Queensland. 

2.1 PALM COVE VILLAGE IDENTITY 

Palm Cove has the potential of becoming Far North Queensland's 
premier township. Palm Cove's potential lies in it's unique location 
and setting. These characteristics must be drawn upon to give Pahn 
Cove a unique identity. It must QQ1 be homogenous, it must have a 
mix of people and it must be Australian in character and flavour. 

2.1.1 CHANGE the name of Palm Cove to 'PALM COVE 
VILLAGE' 

2.1.2 ADOPT the concept of Palm Cove Village. 

2.1.3 ADOPT the historic character of North Queensland as the 
model for a tourist and residential village. 

2.1.4 ENHANCE the landscape qualities of the major entry points 
to Palm Cove. 

2.1.5 PROTECT and enhance important panoramas. 

2.1.6 PROTECT and enhance the distinctive village characteristics 
of Palm Cove. 

2.1.7 REQUIRE developments to respect and contribute positively 
to the village· character of their surroundings. 

2.1.8 ENHANCE the village character of residential areas. 

2.1.9 ADOPT a graphic symbol to represent Palm Cove Village. 

2.1.10 PROMOTE village events such as music festivals. 

2 .1.11 ENCOURAGE the production of a village Newsletter. 
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2.5 REDUCE TRAFFIC LEVELS WHILST IMPROVING 
ACCESSIBILITY FOR ALL 

2.5.l IMPLEMENT the Palm Cove traffic masterplan. 

2.5.2 MANAGE traffic so that more account is taken of adjacent 
land uses. 

2.5.3 PROMOTE measures to CONTROL car usage. 

2.5.4 ENCOURAGE the use of public transport. 

2.5.5 PROMOTE improvements to the safety and quality of the 
pedestrian environment. 

2.5.6 COMPLETE the conversion of Williams Esplanade into a 
pedestrian zone. 

2.5.7 ENSURE that access for persons with mobility problems is not 
restricted by unnecessary physical barriers. 

2.6 CONSERVE AND ENHANCE OUR ENVIRONMENT 
AND HERITAGE 

2s6.l PRESERVE the natural landscape and indigenous species, 

2.6.2 PROMOTE the use of indigenous landscapes. 

2.6.3 ENCOURAGE greater environmental. awareness in the 
community. 

2.7 PROMOTEKEYINITIATIVES 

2.7.1 INITIATIVE 1: Wil.LIAMS ESPLANADE LANDSCAPE 
UPGRADE 
- Stage One - Paving and Landscape 
- Stage Two - Paving and Landscape 

2.7.2 INmATIVE2: PALMCOVEJETfY AND CARAVAN 
PARK 
- Closure of caravan park 
- Construction and landscape Jetty complex 
- Construction and landscape park and 

natural amphitheatre 
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3.1 TRAFFIC CffiCULA TION 

The control of traffic circulation is fundamental to the Palm Cove Village concept. 

Williams Esplanade should be designated a pedestrian precinct. 
The paving and landscape works are a first step to achieving this and were purposely 
designed to slow traffic speeds to 20 km/hr. The next step will be to adopt one-way 
traffic movement as demonstrated on the diagram which follows. 

To achieve this some land aquisitions are essential. Council should adopt a 
policy to aquire the land for the road links as soon as possible. 

The road closures as demonstrated should be effected as soon as possible. 

3.2 FUTURE PARKING 

Whilst carparking has been provided along Williams Esplanade three 
carparking stations are proposed to cater for future demand. Their locations 
are demonstrated on the following diagram and are designed to serve the 
north, central and southern zones of Palm Cove Village. 

Council should adopt a policy to acquire all necessary land as required and 
commence construction as soon as possible. 

3.3 CONTROL DEVICES 

Vehicles within the pedestrian precinct must be slowed to 20 km/hr. To achieve this, 
several speed control devices have been designed into the landscape upgrade. 

The primary control device is the river rock speed humps. They serve several 
functions. Firstly, they act as a speed hump to reduce vehicle speed. Secondly, they 
define areas which are potential traffic/ pedestrian conflict areas. 

Diagrams of these areas follow. As can be seen the humps guide pedestrians away 
from the conflict areas and onto by-pass paths. 

Flat edge strips are provided for the use of bicycles. These may require widening and 
made into a true hump to slow speeding motorcycles, but allow easy use by bicycles. 

Signs demonstrating the direction of pedestrian paths and bicycle humps will be 
erected at each control device. 

Similar control devices must be introduced throughout Palm Cove Village where 
speeding vehicles are presenting a hazard to pedestrians. 
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3.4 SIGNS 

Within the pedestrian precinct it is proposed to use special signs sympthetic to the 
village theme. Several sign ·styles will be required which are demonstrated in the 
following sketches. 

Six sign styles will be required: 

Palm Cove Village signs (style A): 

These signs are architectural elements and are discussed in detail in section 4.0 of the 
plan. In brief two signs: are proposed to be located on the Cook Highway indicating 
the entrances to Palm Cove Village. The design of the ·signs will be the subject of a 
public competition. 

Major Intersection signs (style B): 

This sign has been designed to guide traffic to and around the pedestrian precinct. It 
will be used on all major intersections as indicated on the Strategy Plan Map. It is 
primarily aimed at vehicles but can easily be viewed from bike or foot. The sign can 
accommodate all or a combination of the following information: 

- Palm Cove Village logo 
- street names 
- caution pedestrian precinct 
- parking restrictions 

Traffic signs (style C) 

This sign is aimed at vehicles and are traffic signs. It would be used to convey the 
following information: 

- caution children 
- stop, giveway, slow 
- parking areas 
- speed hump speed advice 
- one way traffic 
- two way 
- no through road 
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Directory and General Information signs (style D) 

This sign is aimed at pedestrians and would contain directory and general infonnation 
as follows: 

- playground - stinger explanation 
- Post Office - stinger net enclosure 
- shopping centre / retail - no dogs allowed 
- public conveniences 
- medical centre 
- stinger net 
- beach access 
-BBQ's 
- seating 
- bandstand 
- hire pavillion 

Caution signs (style E): 

This signs is aimed at pedestrians and vehicles. It is designed to give direction a the . 
speed control devices. For example: 

- Pedestrians keep left 

Speed limit signs (style F): 

For legal reasons the speed limit signs must be the standard adopted throughout 
Australia. 

General sign objectives : 

All signs within Palm Cove Village but outside of the pedestrian precinct should be 
the standard design as adopted throughout Australia wih the Falm Cove Village 
symbol on each sign. 

All existing identi-lights must be removed as soon as possible, ldenti-lights must not 
be permitted in the Palm Cove Village area. 

3.5 PEDESTRIAN PRECINCT SHUITLE SERVICE 

As Williams Eplanade becomes a pedestrian only area, a shuttle service will be 
required to move people between facilities. This service could take the form of a 
horse drawn carriage. 

The horse drawn carriage would provide a worthwhile service and act as an attraction 
to the area. 

A policy to introduce a shuttle service to the pedestrian precinct should be adopted by 
Council and acted upon as soon as possible. 
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4.0 LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES 
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The following section sets guidelines for all landscaping in Palm Cove Village. 
Specifications for all landscape elements are provided which should be adopted and 
used for the present and future works. 

4.1 SOFTWORKS 

4.1.2 INDIGENOUS SPECIES - PRESERVATION 

Only indigenous species may be used in the pedestrian precinct of Palm Cove 
Village. The u~e of indigenous species throughout the residential areas and on private 
property is encouraged. 

4.1.3 INTRODUCED SPECIES - CONTROL 

Introduced and non-indigenous species are not permitted in the pedestrian precinct 
and discouraged from use in all other areas. 

4.2 PEDESTRIAN PRECINCT - STAGE ONE 

4.2.1 INTRODUCTION 

Palm Cove is fast becoming a major destination for tourists visiting the region. 
Whilst during the wet months it projects a lush tropical feeling, during the all 
important tourist season its ambience suffers from the long dry spell. During this 
time the Esplanade suffers. Grass turns to dust and the tourists witness a 
compromise that does not fulfil their tropical expectation. 

This scheme proposes to address these problems while worldng closely with the 
existing vegetation. It also addresses the problem of controlling pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic to protect the dunes, and promises a semi-pedestrianised precinct 
along the beach front. 

The philosophy in determining plant selection is to enhance, intensify and 
compliment existing vegetation. 

The following factors are addressed: 

1. With increased population the species are restricted in their success to replace 
themselves. 

2. Intensifying planting is attractive and also helps to protect the dune from 
human created erosion. 
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3. Use of physical barriers protects cars from parking on the dune and from 
randomly accessing the beach. 

4. Traffic is primarily slowed by use of speed control devices. Psychologically 
drivers are further slowed by the placement of trees, rocks and bollards in what is 
now a semi-pedestrianised precinct. 

The primary entrance to Palm Cove in the future will be via the Boulevard at the 
south end of the beach. A feature will be the creek crossing. Passing through this 
area one will experience a tropical shady experience passing below the established 
tree canopy. 

4.2.2 Triton Street to Veiviers Road Intersection: 

The shade continues with use of rain trees pruned to create an interesting canopy 
using close planting. The luxuriance of the creek with its Allocasia and Lomandra 
will be reflected in the ground treatment between the trees. At the comer Melaleuca 
are introduced to compliment those opposite on the Ramada entry. Clumps of 
McArthurii compliment the tropical environment. 

4.2.3 Veivers Road to Far Horizon Comer: 

The feeling ofthis area is already established by the resorts landscaping. The design 
simply reinforces the bending of the road using clump planting of both exotic and 
mature palms. 

4.2.4 Far Horizons Comer: 

This area has to cope with secondary drainage to Veivers Road section. The 
engineers provided a concrete open drain which simply terminates on the beach dune. 
The design uses rocks to create a material creek theme using Pandanus Trees, 
Callistemon, Native Bauhinia, Beach Lillies, Sea Lettuce and Crotoms add colour and 
foliage. As the plants grow, the rocks will soften and importantly discourage 
pedestrians from attempting to cross the road on what could be a potentially 
dangerous comer. While Pandanus are an extremely interesting native species, they 
also fulfill important practical requirements. Their form provides an unhindered 
passage for large vehicles and a clear view of pedestrians. The design includes the 
addition to the native ground cover. 

4.2.5 Ramada Frontage to Harpa Street: 

The existing Coconut Grove will be intensified as a tourist feature. The Grove in this 
position links to the dramatic existing Grove along the Jewel Resort frontage which 
has been a major feature to tourists for years. The car parking bays, use hedging of 
Sea Lettuce and clumps of resiliant coastal species reinforced with physical barriers 
to protect the dune. Walking north after the Coconut Grove one enters the Cotton 
Wood Grove and upon reaching Harpa Street one enters a primarily shady zone. 
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4.2.6 Harpa Street & Williams Esplanade Comer: 

This is primarily "Takeaway Comer" and the design is based upon creating subtle 
seating areas protected from traffic using large boulders. The boulders will soften as 
the native grasses become established. The seating areas will be shaded by the use of 
Poinciana trees with their brilliant colour. Other planting consists of Fragrant Ginger, 
Croton and Acalapha's for further splashes of bright colour. 

4.2. 7 Esplanade and Harpa Street to Established Zone 
(Opposite Melaceuca): 

The primary theine is the intensifying of the Casuarina trees on the dune side and 
Melaceuca trees on the property side. The planting, while relatively close, will take 
care to provide "window views" for the properties. 

Where as the car parks of Harpa Street use mainly Sea Lettuce, these car bays will be 
hedged with Grevillia to further encourage bird activity and control access to the 
beach dune. The design continues to use Ipomea Pes Capre on the dune as a 
stabiliser. 

Plans of the landscaping follow which demonstrate the location of species and all 
hard landscaping elements. 

4.3 HARDWORKS 

4.3.1 IRRIGATION 

A fully integrated, automatic and vandal-proof irrigation system has been allowed 
for and will be installed as part of the landscape upgrade. 

4.3.2 ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS 

Triton Street pump station cover: 
A sketch of the proposed cover of the Pump Station follows. The sentry box style 

should be adopted and used in similar circumstances in the future. 

Two Hire pavillions: 
The existing caravan which is used as a beach hire pavillion located opposite Petc's 
Shop, should be replaced with a pavillion. The following diagram demonstrates the 
design for the pavilHon. 

A second hire pavillion will be required to cater for future needs at the southern end 
of the village. A similar design should be adopted and it is important that such 
facilities be spread along the beach rather than being concentrated in one area. 
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In order to comply with Beach Protection Authority regulations, the pavillions cannot 
be permanent structures. It is proposed that they follow the principle of building site 
sheds; transportable and pinned to footings as approved by the Beach Protection 
Authority. 

The pavillions could be constructed by Council and leased to the beach hire 
operators. 

Palm Cove Village entrance signs: 
Two prominent entrance signs are proposed to be located on the Cook Highway to 
indicate the access road to Palm Cove Village. 

Concept sketches are shown in section 3.4 (style A), however as discussed in section 
7 .0 Public Participation, it is proposed to conduct a competition to design the 
entrance signs. 

Music gazebo: 
Music is an invaluable tool in creating atmosphere. It is proposed that Palm Cove 
Village be promoted as a venue for musicians and for people to enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon of entertainment. 

A gazebo or rotunda is proposed directly opposite Paradise Village. It will serve as a 
venue for formal and informal non-amplified musical performances. Located at the 
centre of activities it may also serve for other community events. A design for the 
rotunda follows. 

4.3.3 LANDSCAPE FURNISHINGS 

Lighting: 
Street lights have already been installed for the length of the pedestrian precinct. All 
future street lighting should be of a similar design. 

B.B.Q'S: 
The design for the proposed BBQ's follows. All existing BBQ's should be replaced 
with the new design. 

Benches: 
River rocks are to be used throughout the precinct as features fonning secluded 
seating and BBQ areas. Benches will be formed with large slabs of Melal.euca 
spanning between river rock bolders. A sketch of the design follows. 

Paving: 
Council should encourage the use of paving instead of other hard surface 
treatments in all public and private areas. Paving details should match those 
employed in the landscape upgrade. 
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Erosion Control: 
As can be seen on the Strategy Plan, it is proposed to limit beach access to as few 
points as possible. Access will be provided at carpark.ing, major pedestrian routes 
and at landscape features. At each point the erosion of the dunes will be controlled 
with chain linked sleepers. A diagram of the erosion control device follows. 

Tables: 
The existing concrete tables will be used throughout the Village. 

Rubbish Disposal: 
All existing concrete rubbish bin with advertising signs attached must be replaced 
with the steel frame and plastic insert bins. The option of providing a separate bin for 
recyclable materials should be investigated and encouraged. A photograph of both 
examples are attached. 

Drinking Fountains: 
A diagram of the proposed design for drinking fountains follows. Fountains will be 
provided along the pedestrian precinct as required. 

Traffic Barriers: 
The cross bar of the existing treated pine trarrif barriers will be removed, cut into 
lengths and used as posts. All of the posts will be painted white. 

To prevent vehicles and especially large four wheel drives from cutting comers and 
destroying landscaping, river rock holders will be placed in strategic spots. The 
holders tie in with the general landscape theme and are the only device that actually 
solves this problem. 

Showers: 
A diagram of the proposed showers follows. The design follows the theme of the 
street lights and incorporates similar materials. Showers will be provided along the 
Pedestrian Precinct as required. 

Public toilets: 
The style of the toilet block constructed near Paradise Village should be adopted for 
all future public toilet blocks. The stone walls and shingle roof is extremely 
successful in blending with the environment. A photograph of the existing toilet 
block follows. The block will be landscaped as part of the current works. 

We anticipate that as demand grows a second toilet block will~ required at the south 
end of the pedestrian precinct. 

Power supply: 
As part of the landscape upgrade some over head power lines have been removed and 
put underground. 
This policy should be adopted throughout Palm Cove Village. All overhead lines 
must be removed and put undeground. 
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4.4 MAINTENANCE 

The landscaping works have been designed to minimise maintenance. Some 
compromise to this objective was neccessary to give flair and tourist interest to the 
species selection. Coconuts have been used in specific areas to achieve this. 
De-nutting will not be a problem for several years however this inconvienience is far 
out weighed by their aesthetic appeal and attraction for tourists. 

The river rock boulders were used for aesthetic and functional purposes. They will 
protect planting from vehicles where the cutting of comers may occure whilst they 
suit the landscaping style. With time, the appearence of the rocks will be softened 
with small shrubs and grasses. 

A completely intergrated and automatic watering system will be installed shortly. 
It will cover the whole of the stage one works and the extent of the existing paving. 

All hard landscaping elements have been designed to be vandal proof and as 
maintenance free as possible. 
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5.0 KEY INITIATIVES 
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5.1 INITIATIVE 1: 
WILLIAMS ESPLANADE LANDSCAPE UPGRADE 

5.1.1 DESCRIPTION 
The landscape upgrade of Williams Esplanade includes the paving of the Esplanade 
and landscaping. The project is to be completed in two stages: 

- Stage 1 includes Triton Street,Veivers Road east of Triton Street, Williams 
Esplanade between Veivers Road and the existing paved area and Harpa Street from 
Williams Esplanade to the first property boundry. The landscaping works for stage 
one includes the above mentioned areas and the area surrounding the existing paving 
opposite Paradise• Village. 

- Stage 2 includes the paving and landscaping of the balance of Williams 
Esplanade and Cedar Road from Williams Esplanade to the entrace to the new Jetty 
Pavillion. 

The paving and landscape works define the Pedestrian Precinct as refered to in this 
report. 

5 .1.2 FUNDING 
Funding for the upgrade is obtained from the Mulgrave Shire Council's Esplanade 
enhancement contributions, The Jewel Group (Jewel Of The Reef), KM Group 
(Ramada Reef Resort), and Daikyo North Queensland (Palm Cove Resort). 

5.1.3 PROGRAM 
Stage one of the works will be completed by September 1992. Construction of stage 
two should commence as soon as possible and would take approximatly sixteen 
weeks to complete. 

5.1.4 IMPLEMENTATION 
Taylor Ratcliffe Architects have provided the architectural and construction 
managment service for stage one free of charge. A similar service reporting directly 
to council will be provided for stage two. 

5.2 INITIATIVE 2: 
PALM COVE JETTY AND COMMUNITY RECREATION PARK 

The jetty pavilion will encompass retail, restaurant and carparking facilities as well 
as a office for harbour control. It will act as a catalyst promoting the use of the jetty 
and will be an important facility for residents and visitors to Palm Cove Village. 

A recreation park is to be established for the use of the community replacing the 
existing caravan park. There is the possiblity of an open air amphitheatre for 
impromtu performances, film viewing and non-amplified musical performances. A 
rendering of the proposed pavillion and park follows. 
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Stage two of the landscape upgrade must be completed prior to commencment of 
work on this initiative. Once the caravan park is closed the pavillion and recreation 
park can be completed. 
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6.0 TOURISM 
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Tourism will be a natural flow on from the Palm Cove Village. All major tourist 
destinations across the world are successful because of their vernacular identity. The 
importation of Hawaian designs and the creation of pristine homogenous resorts must 
be prevented. Palm Cove Village must have an indigenous character. Tourists travel 
to experience cultures, climates and environments. If Palm Cove Village develops as 
a place that is a liveable example of North Queensland, tourism will follow. 

The built forms and natural environment should be such that Palm Cove retains its 
cultural heritage. Tourism will automatically follow and will not damage the fabric 
of the village providing a strategy is in place to preserve it. 

Reference: 
BELLE Design and Decoration, Issue No. 111, June/July 1992. p.86 ~ 93 
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"The environment is 
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were lookin11: for A ' country town' form ot' 

com munity spacl' rath,:r than the mon­

suburban , and often twee. pedestrian mall." 

The search for local solutions appears to 

have paid dividrnds. Says C h amber of 

Commerce president Warren Hill , "T he 

whole community is benefiting. What's 

cakcn place here in the past five years seems 

to have gone against the national trend - the 

town's economy is healthy and even real estate 

prices have held.'' 

B t·ca ust· many n:sorts now .m: larg e 

e n o u gh t o rl'Sl'lllhk small towns . 



Both the Hyatt Coolurn (above), on tl1e 

SunJhine Coast, and I..alu Crackenia,k alpine 

resort (tc>p) are examples of environmmtally 

sensitive design. In the Victorit1n Alps too, the 

architecture of Dinner Plain V.llage (above right), 

iJ entirely appropriate for its mo11ntain Jite. 

landscaping, planning and "urban design" 

have a new significance in tourism. 

Indeed, many of the best resorts, from 

central Australia to the snow country, have: 

been conceived as '"villages". 

rn ulara in Central Australia is perhaps 

Uthe: best known . Designed ;1s an 

integrated complex, Yulara provides the 

infrastructure of services, airport and 

housing for Aboriginal and staff populations 

.is well as tourist accommodation. Says 

architect Philip Cox, "Yulara is perhaps the 

ultimate oppormnity for a practice whose 

work is dedicated to achieving an AustrJlian 

architecture and a cultural and geographic 

idi:ntity through architecture. " 

Brisbane architect Graham Bligh is blunt on 

the subject of tourism design. "Simply 

transplanting Hawaiian-style complexes . .. 

will diminish the very qualities which 

attracted tourists here in the first placc ... 

and in the long-run backfire on Australian 

tourism operator.. ." Bligh has been involved 

with the spectacular Lake Crackenback 

alpine resort in the Snowy Mountains 

(winner of the national 1990 Sulman 

Architectural Award) and the Hyatt Coolum 

resort on the Sunshine Coast, winner of the 

1991 Architects' Tourism Award. 

"As Australian designers creating 

concepts for Australian tourism projecu we 

must be confident enough to draw from the 

rich individuality of our climate and history 

in a way that is honest. If we do this it will 

be easier for operators to both capn1re and 

keep a slice of the international market. 

"Thc c hallenge for resort architects 

during the next decade in this country." says 

Bligh, "is to produce environmentally 

friendly complexes which are not simply 

copies of th ose found in Thail and, 

Indo nesia. Hawaii and the Pacific islands." 

~ m; of Austral ia's most prestigious 

~ architccrural prizes, the Sir Zelman 

Cowen Award for Outstanding Design, 

went in 1987 to the hr.;t stage of the Dinner 

Plain Alpine Village (st:e also page 58). 

When completed, Dinner Plain will 

becomc a year-round reson for 2,000 people 

on a 230-hectare site in the environmentally 

sensitive high plains of Victoria's Alps. 

"When I began designing Dinner Plain," 

says an:hitcc:t Petcr Mcintyre, ''I wanted to 

create a truly Australian alpine architecture." 

As Australian architecture is largely 

eclectic, the inspirations were diverse: 

cattlemen's huts, the colonial homes dotted 

among the Alps before the Kosciusko/ 

C harlotte Pass bushfires, the modern 

practicalities of recent Rocky Mountains 

homes in the United States and the 

close-knit style of the European ski village. 

Portsea Village, a new timL'liharc project 

on Victoria\ Mornington Peninsula, was 

91 




